The new system of health care funding: ethical and social instances.
Ethical instances emerging from the funding system introduced in Italy in 1995 and confirmed in 1999, aiming at the rationalization of National Health Service, are considered. Based on the observation that economic ethics in health care is mainly confronted by the topic of service organization, the causes of the increment in health expenditure, equity in health economy and relative theories are dealt with. The system of payment according to service provided, based on Diagnosis Related Groups is analyzed from the ethical viewpoint and its potentialities and limits are evidenced with respect to the sick person. Possible economy-oriented deviations, the health care service as enterprise can induced in health operators, are discussed.